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Conference Program

About The Conference
The 2006 Public Transit Conference, Expo and Hall of Fame provides op-
portunity to exchange knowledge and information about public transit service 
throughout New York State. The conference and expo is designed for small 
and large transit systems, MPOs, business partners, and others with interest 
in the transit industry. The program provides opportunities for networking 
and information sharing, in addition to the structured educational sessions.

This year’s new interactive training format consists of a series of hands-on 
training workshops designed to engage participants in areas of transit they 
are not typically exposed to. Participants will be organized into teams that 
will compete with each other at the end of the day. The structure offers an op-
portunity for all areas of public transit to come together in a learning experi-
ence culminating in a team-building exercise. It will prove to be enlightening, 
educational and more than anything, it will be fun! Prizes will be awarded to 
the winning team.

Networking Opportunities
Time for networking and interaction with colleagues, presenters, exhibitors, 
NYS Department of Transportation and USDOT FTA officials will be available 
throughout the conference. Don’t miss this opportunity to share ideas with 
transit industry leaders from across the state and nation.

New York Public Transit Association 
The New York Public Transit Association Inc. (NYPTA) is a not-for-profit 
association of public transportation service providers, private sector manu-
facturers, consultants, and state government agencies. The Association was 
formed in 1983 by representatives of the transit industry committed to the 
advancement of public transportation in New York State. NYPTA is dedi-
cated to community mobility through the advancement of safe, cost-effective, 
accessible, and environmentally-friendly public transit service in New York 
State. 

Special Thanks
Special thanks to our distinguished list of presenters for their participation 
in this year’s Fall Conference program. Your time and effort on behalf of the 
Association is greatly appreciated!

Thank you also NYPTA Program Task Force for your work on the Fall Con-
ference Program

Cynthia Ruiz, Ulster County Area Transit (Chair) 
Jim Dubbs, MTA NYC Transit 
Ron Epstein, NYSDOT
Dwight Mengel, TCAT
Betty Petrie, CNYRTA
Michael J. Shine, Jr., Rockland County DPT
Bob Sonia, DaimlerChrysler Commercial Buses, NA
Scott Sopczyk, Greater Glens Falls Transit
Letitia Thompson, FTA
Tom Webb, BAE Systems

2006 Transit Expo
Gain a wealth of knowledge and information 
on the latest transit products and services 
during the New York State public transit 
industry’s annual fall expo. The exciting 
two-day show provides opportunity for con-
ference participants to meet with corporate 
representatives, discuss transit industry 
products and services, and enjoy themselves 
in the process. Breaks, receptions and prizes 
are integrated with the exhibit show. For 
more details refer to the Expo Guide in your 
conference folder. 

Grand Prize Drawing
Conference attendees collect exhibitor sig-
natures and bus display stickers in the Expo 
Guide to enter the grand prize raffle. Turn 
in your completed raffle form at the NYPTA 
booth (located near the show entrance) to 
enter the drawing. This year’s grand prize is 
a Digital Video Camera. 

Table Prizes
Vendors may have a few surprises of their 
own! Many exhibitors have brought door 
prizes to raffle during the Thursday recep-
tion. Bring plenty of business cards to enter 
these drawings!

Note: NYPTA is not responsible for unclaimed prizes. 
If an exhibitor wishes to ship an unclaimed prize, 
they do so at their own expense.

2006 Exhibitors
ABT Products & Services Ltd.
Alpine Systems
AMETEK Rotron Industrial 

and Technical Products
Arcola Bus Sales Co.
Atlantic Detroit Diesel-

Allison
Axion Technologies Ltd.
BAE Systems
Carmanah Technologies Inc.
Cummins Northeast, Inc.
Digital Dispatch Systems
Don Brown Bus Sales, Inc.
Doron Precision Systems, Inc.
DriveCam, Inc.
Easybus, Inc.
Empire Bus Sales, LLC
Frank Crystal & Company
Freedman Seating Company
GFI Genfare
Gillig Corporation
GTS, Inc. - I/O Controls
InterMotive Vehicle Controls
Leonard Bus Sales, Inc.
LogicTree Corporation
Matthews Buses, Inc.
Maximus, inc.
Milton CAT
Mohawk Resources
New Flyer Parts Division
New York Bus Sales, Inc.
Orion Bus Industries, Inc.
Q’Straint
Radio Engineering 

Industries, Inc.
Ricon Corporation
RouteMatch Software
Scheidt & Bachmann USA, Inc.
Shepard Brothers, Inc.
Specialty Manufacturing Inc.
The Braun Corporation
Transit Marketing Group
Trapeze  Group
USSC LLC / 4ONE LLC
Webb Wheel Products, Inc.
Wendel Duchscherer Architects 

and Engineers, PC
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Conference Program
Wednesday, November 15
8:00am	 Registration Table Opens (Lower Mezzanine)

9:00am-12:00pm 	  Exhibit Hall Set-Up 
10:00-10:30am	 Opening Session (Stonehenge BC)

Welcome and Program Overview 
Scott Sopczyk, NYPTA President 
Transportation Director, Greater Glens Falls Transit
NYSDOT Welcome 
Michael Novakowski, CFO, NYS Dept. of Transportation

10:30am-12:00pm 	  NEW PERSPECTIVES TRAINING WORKSHOP  (Stonehenge BC) 
Reasonable Suspicion Training: This training session will provide 
supervisors with the basic knowledge and skills needed to determine 
whether reasonable suspicion exists to require a driver to undergo testing 
under Title 49 CFR Part 655.43. The training will cover the physical, 
behavioral, speech, and performance indicators associated with probable 
alcohol misuse and use of controlled substances. 
Speaker: Gary Bulinski, Traffic Safety Research, Inc.

12:00-1:00pm 	 Roadeo Committee Meeting (Stonehenge A)

12:00-2:00pm 	  Buffet Lunch and Expo Grand Opening  (Courtyard) 
Join us for the grand opening of the 2006 transit industry expo! Lunch 
and dessert will be served in the exhibit-area courtyard.

2:00-3:30pm	  New Perspectives Training Workshops  
Participants will split into two groups for hands-on training with FTA 
staff. Each group will attend both 45-minute training sessions and will 
be tested in the afternoon on what they have learned throughout the day.

	  Group 1 			    Group 2 
     2:00-2:45pm 	 FTA Training #1		  FTA Training #2  

(Stonehenge B) 			   (Stonehenge C)

     2:45-3:30pm 	 FTA Training #2		  FTA Training #1  
(Stonehenge C) 			   (Stonehenge B)

	 FTA Training #1 will discuss the Small Starts program and other new 
program opportunities created in SAFETEA-LU.

	 FTA Training #2 will address the joint coordination efforts required by 
SAFETEA-LU with regard to JARC, New Freedoms, and disability programs.

3:30-4:30pm 	  Exhibitor Break  (Outside Bus Display Area)

4:30-5:30pm 	  New Perspectives Training Competition  (Stonehenge BC) 
Do you know your stuff? Teams will compete against each other based on 
material covered during the day’s training workshops.

5:30-6:30pm 	  Exhibitor Reception  (Courtyard)

6:30pm 	 Dinner on Your Own  
(A list of area restaurants is included in the conference folder)

6:30-9:30am 	 Board of Directors Dinner Meeting (Club Room)

Thursday, November 16
7:30am 	 Registration Table Opens (Lower Mezzanine)

7:30-9:00am 	 Breakfast Buffet (Stonehenge AD)

8:00-9:00am 	 Corporate Committee Breakfast Meeting (Capitol Room)

9:00-10:30am 	 GENERAL SESSION (Stonehenge BC) 
Ultra-Low Sulfur Diesel/Biodiesel 
This session provides an overview of U.S. EPA’s diesel engine standards 
and fuel requirements. Panelists will discuss relevant regulations, supply 
issues, the use of particulate traps, how it impacts your budget, purchas-
ing options, technician training and more. 
Speakers: Glenn Havens, Cummins Northeast, Inc. 
	Steven  Levy, Sprague Energy, Inc. 
	R ussell Patton, NYS OGS





10:30-11:00am 	  Exhibit Hall Coffee Break  (Courtyard)

11:00am-12:00pm 	 FTA GENERAL SESSION (Stonehenge BC) 
SAFETEA-LU Update 
FTA representatives will review the latest issues regarding  SAFETEA-
LU implementation and development of regulations.

12:00-1:30pm 	 Buffet Lunch and Annual Meeting (Stonehenge AD)
Association Update
Officer and Board Elections

1:30-2:30pm 	 GENERAL SESSION (Stonehenge BC) 
Legislative and Policy Update 
This important and timely session will recap key legislative issues, regu-
latory and policy updates. Discussion will also focus on the impact of the 
new administration on transit systems in New York State. 
Legislative Update: Weingarten, Reid & McNally 
NYSDOT Policy UPdate: Tim Gilchrist, NYSDOT

2:30-3:30pm 	  Exhibit Hall Break  (Courtyard)

2:30-3:30pm	 RTAP Advisory Committee Meeting (Capitol Room)

3:30-5:00pm 	 GENERAL SESSION (Stonehenge BC) 
Public Transportation Odyssey 
Wendel Duchscherer Architects & Engineers’ transportation planners 
embarked on a “Public Transportation Odyssey” in which each individual, 
traveling alone, had to use the local and inter-city public transportation 
system in a sequential, consecutive route through all of their intermodal 
project sites, starting from the Midwest through to the Northeast, ending 
in Virginia. Each individual recorded their experience and observations in 
a master journal, and then passed it along to the next person in the travel 
sequence. Their “lessons learned” are proving invaluable in the design and 
planning of public transportation projects. 
Speakers: Donald E. Gray, AIA and Melisa Cameron  
	Wende l Duchscherer Architects & Engineers

5:00-6:00pm 	  Exhibitor Reception and Grand Prize Drawing  (Courtyard)

6:00-8:30pm	 2006 Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony & Dinner  
(Stonehenge AD) 
Join us for this exciting celebration of the transit industry and the induc-
tion of this year’s distinguished Hall off Fame class. 
Master of Ceremonies: Scott Sopczyk, NYPTA President

Friday, November 17
8:00-9:30am 	 Breakfast (Stonehenge AD) 
9:30-10:30am 	 GENERAL SESSION (Stonehenge BC) 

Procurement and Outsourcing 
Transit organizations must decide when and how to contract with third-
party vendors for goods and services. This session will review what tran-
sit agencies need to know about FTA procurement guidelines, principles, 
roles and responsibilities; provide an overview of the FTA purchase pool-
ing initiative; and discuss what restrictions New York State municipal 
law may have on procurement options. 
Speakers: Hans Point duJour, FTA Region II 
	Ka ren Storm, CPPB, President, NYS Association of  
	M unicipal Purchasing Officials, Inc.

10:30-11:30am 	 GENERAL SESSION (Stonehenge BC) 
APTA Federal Update 
Join us as we hear from APTA regarding the latest happenings at the 
federal level, including what steps are being taken to begin reauthoriza-
tion discussions. 
Speaker: Tom Yedinak, Senior Legislative representative, APTA




2004 Inductees
Raymond Murphy
Norman R. Schneider
Bernard J. Carpenter
Henry L. Peyrebrune, P.E. 
Joseph Veselovsky
Dennis Fitzgerald	

2002 Inductees
Robert Decker
Desmond Lawe
Edward Tanski
Donald Sheardown
Edmund F. Shultis, Jr.

2000 Inductees
Robert J. Burke
John (Jack) A. Garrity
David G. Putz
Gordon Thompson
Warren Woodruff

1999 Inductees
Comm. Joseph Boardman
Carmen Arcuri
William Acquario
David Gunn
Richard Long
Helena Williams

2006 Public Transit Industry 
Hall of Fame Ceremony
Seven years ago NYPTA established the 
“Hall of Fame” program to recognize people 
in the industry who have been outstanding 
leaders in the Association and transit indus-
try throughout their career. 

Join us in the celebration at this year’s 2006 
Hall of Fame Awards Banquet scheduled for 
Thursday evening, 6:00-8:00pm. 

Congratulations to our 2006 
Inductees:

Leonard F. (Len) Edinger II, Oswego 
County Opportunities, Inc. (Awarded 
Posthumously)

Herbert Hekler, Retired from Ulster 
County Rural Transportation

John M. (Jack) Reilly, Retired from CDTA

Thank You Sponsors
Platinum Sponsors
Daimler Chrysler Commercial Buses
BAE Systems 

Gold Sponsors
Atlantic Detroit Diesel Allison 
Frank Crystal & Company  
    [Annual Meeting Sponsor]
Gillig Corporation 
Penn Detroit Diesel Allison 
The Braun Corporation 

Silver Sponsor
Cummins Northeast, Inc. 

Bronze Sponsors
Avail Technologies, Inc. 
GFI Genfare 
Matthews Buses Inc. 
Motor Coach Industries 
New York Bus Sales 
Q’Straint 
Ricon Corporation 
RouteMatch Software 
Scheidt & Bachmann USA, Inc. 
Webb Wheel Products, Inc. 
Wendel Duchscherer Architects & Engineers, PC 

Other Sponsors
Clever Devices, Ltd. 
Gambaccini Transit Sales Inc. 


